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Barkly is the Territory’s third largest region and extends along 
the Stuart Highway from Tara to Newcastle Waters and 
east across the Barkly Tableland to Queensland. The region 
encompasses small communities separated by long distances 
and is home to around 6,100 people, of whom about 71% are 
Aboriginal. Tennant Creek is the main regional centre with a 
population of about 3,300 people. A high proportion of people 
living in the region are young, with about 40% aged 24 years 
and under, and about 7% aged 65 or older. 

Major industries include government services, agriculture, 
construction, mining and onshore gas exploration. The Barkly 
and Tennant Creek pastoral district accounts for a substantial 
proportion of the Territory’s total cattle industry. The Northern 
Gas Pipeline, connecting the Territory to the eastern gas 
market, is expected to stimulate economic activity in the Barkly 
region over the next few years. Government is also investing 
to develop Tennant Creek as a mining and mineral services 
centre and preliminary investigations have commenced to 
understand the development requirements for a multimodal 
and agribusiness hub in Tennant Creek.

Barkly Regional Deal
The Barkly Regional Deal, signed on 13 April 2019, is 
a 10‑year, $78.4 million commitment, which includes 
$45.4 million from the Commonwealth, 
$30 million from the Territory 
Government and $3 million from Barkly 
Regional Council. It aims to improve the 
productivity and liveability of the Barkly 
region by stimulating economic growth, 
improving social outcomes and supporting 
local Aboriginal leadership. To date, 
initiatives have progressed as follows:

•  a site has been selected for the new 
Tennant Creek Visitor Park and design 
is underway. Funding of $9.5 million 
has been committed to construct and 
operate the park, which will provide a 
range of safe accommodation options 
for transitional and seasonal visitors 
from outlying communities

• the design process for the $7.6 million investment in 
youth focused recreational infrastructure at key sites across 
the Barkly has commenced. The works will include walking and 
cycling paths in Tennant Creek, youth centres in Ali Curung 
and Tennant Creek and a skate park in Alpurrurulam

• design of the $2.2 million Barkly Business Hub has 
commenced. The hub will be a ‘one‑stop‑shop’ to facilitate 
business and innovation, including supporting local 
businesses and local skills development, and is scheduled for 
completion in October 2021

•  following an initial infrastructure commitment of $3.6 million 
in 2019, the 2021 Budget includes ongoing funding of 
$2 million per annum for the operation of the Barkly Youth 
Work Camp. Construction of the facility is expected to be 
completed in November 2021, with operations to commence 
in December 2021. The facility will serve as an alternative to 
detention for young people in the region, and aims to reduce 
reoffending through engagement in education, vocational 
training and health and wellbeing services

•  $1 million resealing and line marking works at Alpurrurulam 
(Lake Nash) airstrip are complete, enabling aircraft to land 
safely and supporting the delivery of essential goods 
and services.
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Centre Run air service
The 2021 Budget provides additional funding of $2.4 million 
in 2020‑21 to extend operations of the Centre Run air 
service, which provides a scheduled air service for Katherine 
and Tennant Creek to Darwin. 

Since establishment in 2015, it has carried over 
42,000 passengers, supporting connectivity and delivery 
of health, education and other key services to Tennant 
Creek. It has been an enabler for tourism, employment and 
business growth opportunities. 

Nyinkka Nyunyu Art and Culture Centre 
Design work has commenced for an $8 million upgrade 
to the Nyinkka Nyunyu Art and Culture Centre in 
Tennant Creek. The project will enhance the entrance 
area, gallery, artist studios, and retail and office spaces, 
and support 44 local jobs. The upgrades are part of the 
$30 million Arts Trail Regional Gallery Extension program.

Clontarf and Stars Academy 
A new $2 million facility for the Clontarf and Stars Academy 
at Tennant Creek High School aims to improve education, 
life skills and employment prospects of young Aboriginal 
men and women by providing mentorship, support and a 
range of activities, as well as assisting graduates to find 
employment. 

Construction commenced in January 2021 with completion 
due in late 2021.

Tennant Creek streetscape
A $3 million streetscaping project is being delivered in 
partnership with the Barkly Regional Council to revitalise 
and improve visitor infrastructure in Tennant Creek. 

Works include shading and cooling, wayfinding, lighting and 
landscaping, and are expected to commence in 2021‑22.

Housing investment
Since September 2016, the Territory Government has 
delivered 40 new homes and 85 living spaces in the Barkly 
region under the remote housing investment package. 

Barkly Highway upgrades
The 2021 Budget allocates $20.2 million for upgrades to 
the Barkly Highway, recognising its regional and national 
significance as a freight route. 

The project, funded as part of the Commonwealth’s 
Roads of Strategic Importance initiative, includes sealing, 
strengthening, widening works and road safety improvements 
to key sections of the road. The surrounding regional 
communities will benefit from improved road safety, freight 
efficiency and economic productivity.  

Rehabilitation facility
A new purpose‑built drug and alcohol rehabilitation facility 
will be delivered in 2021‑22 for the Barkly Region Alcohol 
and Drug Abuse Advisory Group (BRADAAG). 

A site has been selected and detailed design is underway. 
The $5 million facility will provide comprehensive health care, 
rehabilitation, transitional residential housing and integration 
services to local clients. Construction is due to commence in 
mid‑2021 with completion expected in early 2022. 

Major works overview
Capital works

$000
Transport  172 679
Housing and community amenities  5 569
Recreation, culture and religion  11 811
Health  3 175
Public order and safety  3 200
Education  1 541
Social protection  3 546
Total Barkly  201 520
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