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Big Rivers is the Territory’s second largest region and
extends from the Ord Bonaparte area in the west to the
Gulf of Carpentaria in the east. The region is home to about
20,900 people, of whom about 57% are Aboriginal. The town
of Katherine is the main centre with a population of about
10,700 people. About 39% of the region’s population is aged
24 years and under, and about 7% is aged 65 years and over.
The town of Katherine provides a natural transport crossroad
connecting Darwin and Alice Springs with Western Australia
and Queensland. Recognising this strategic importance has
enabled Katherine to develop as a major regional logistics and
agribusiness hub.
Major industries include tourism, horticulture, pastoral, mining
and defence. The region has a significant defence presence,
including the Royal Australian Air Force’s (RAAF) Base Tindal,
Bradshaw Field Training Area and Delamere Air Weapons
Range. Key tourist attractions include Nitmiluk Gorge, Leliyn
(Edith Falls), Mataranka, and recreational fishing in the big
rivers of the region. Mining activity in the region includes gold
and other minerals around Pine Creek and zinc/lead around
McArthur River, south west of Borroloola.

Carpentaria Highway upgrades
The 2021 Budget includes Commonwealth and Territory
funding of $150 million to continue improving the
Carpentaria Highway to accommodate growing traffic
and improve safety. The upgrades will improve access to
jobs, essential services and freight links in the Barkly and
Big Rivers regions.
The project will also support development of the
Beetaloo Basin. Design works are underway for the first
50 kilometre section of the road, with the first stage of major
works to commence in late 2021.
The long-term goal is to seal the road from the
Victoria Highway to the Western Australian border.

Logistics and Agribusiness Hub
The Katherine Logistics and Agribusiness Hub is well advanced
in planning and an agreement has been reached with the
owners of Manbulloo Station for the land acquisition to
progress the industrial precinct. The Territory Government has
committed $28.9 million for this project.

Land release

Katherine Showgrounds upgrades

The 2021 Budget invests $10.1 million in the Katherine East
neighbourhood area, adjacent to the Katherine Research
Farm. The project supports development of a centre with a
diverse mix of medium-density housing with commercial, retail
and public open space for economic and social activity and
amenity. The project will also have dense green shade and
landscaping, and carparking.

The Katherine Showgrounds hosts a number of large-scale
community events including the Katherine Show and the
Katherine Races, and is the home ground for the Big Rivers
Football League.

Buntine Highway upgrades

Katherine Sportsgrounds upgrades

The 2021 Budget provides Commonwealth and Territory
funding of $53 million to continue upgrades to the
Buntine Highway, including sealing and widening key sections
to improve access during the wet season.

The 2021 Budget provides $4.9 million to Katherine Town
Council to redevelop the Katherine Sportsgrounds. Design
work is complete and upgrades are progressing and expected
to be completed by December 2021.

The upgrades support the region’s beef, cattle, tourism and
mining industries, providing jobs and economic development
opportunities for local communities.

Works include demolishing the old pavilion, new turf, a higher
capacity pavilion, better carpark access, and a safer and
easy‑to-maintain oval.
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The 2021 Budget invests $2.2 million to improve infrastructure
at the showgrounds, including roads, rodeo and campdraft
infrastructure, and enhanced amenities.
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Defence
The 2020 Defence Strategic Update and the 2020 Force
Structure Plan reinforce the significance of the Territory to
national security, with over $8 billion to be invested in the
Territory over the next decade.
Major projects over the budget and forward estimates
period include $1.1 billion for works at RAAF Base Tindal.

Other infrastructure highlights
The 2021 Budget also invests in infrastructure in the
region, including:
• $3.9 million for headworks infrastructure and industrial
land in Kalkarindji
• $4.5 million for the Katherine art gallery extensions

Kalkarindji Child and Family Centre

• $3.7 million Ngukurr Police Complex

The 2021 Budget provides $0.6 million per annum for
the Kalkarindji Child and Family Centre, which opened in
September 2020 and coordinates the delivery of support
services to children, young people and families.

• $1.9 million for Building Better Schools in Bulla Camp,
Clyde Fenton, Pigeon Hole, Ngukurr, Numbulwar,
Timber Creek, Wugularr and Yarralin

Housing investment
Since September 2016, the Territory government has
built 147 new homes and 120 additional living spaces in
remote housing in the region under the remote housing
investment package.

• $0.9 million for upgrades to the Elsey and Mataranka
thermal pools, and a new information bay at Mataranka
• $0.5 million for new walking trails at Nitmiluk National
Park linking with mountain bike trails
• $0.3 million for campgrounds, entrances and a lookout
at Judbarra National Park
• $0.2 million to upgrade Big Horse boat ramp.

Major works overview
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140 063

Housing and community amenities

32 864
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