EAST ARNHEM
Regional fact sheet
The East Arnhem region is situated in the far north‑eastern
corner of the Territory and covers East Arnhem Land,
Groote Eylandt and Elcho Island. Due to limited road access,
travel and freight is mainly by air or sea.
The East Arnhem region is home to about 14,600 people,
of whom around 73% are Aboriginal, with major population
centres in Nhulunbuy and Alyangula. The population is
relatively young and dispersed, with about 44% aged 24 years
and under and about 4% aged 65 years and over.
Major industries in the East Arnhem region include mining,
buffalo farming, tourism, aquaculture and fishing. Mining
is the main contributor to economic activity in the region,
with the production of manganese at the GEMCO mine at
Groote Eylandt and bauxite at the Rio Tinto and Gulkula
mines on the Gove Peninsula. Traditional Aboriginal cultural
experiences, Aboriginal art, and the remote and natural
wilderness attract tourists to the region, providing economic
opportunities and employment activity.

Gove Port investment
Design work is progressing for the $8 million joint Territory
Government, Developing East Arnhem Limited (DEAL) and
Commonwealth Government investment in the Gove Port
Tourism Precinct. The upgrades are part of a larger master plan
to improve commercial wharf and landside facilities at the port
to attract new and diversified industry including fisheries and
aquaculture, marine services and larger tourism vessels.
The Territory Government is also progressing works for a jetty
and associated facilities to support tourism opportunities, with
DEAL and the Gumatj Corporation supported through the
National Indigenous Australians Agency.

Housing investment
Since September 2016, the Territory Government has built
35 new homes, 47 living spaces, 50 subdivision lots and
103 infill lots in the East Arnhem region under the remote
housing investment package. Long-term housing contracts
have been awarded to Yolŋu and Anindilyakwa construction
firms to deliver housing, jobs and apprenticeships.
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Arnhem Space Centre
The Arnhem Space Centre is a commercial launch facility being
developed by Equatorial Launch Australia, in partnership with
the Gumatj Corporation, near Nhulunbuy. The site is uniquely
positioned to offer equatorial launch as its proximity to the
equator, coastline and sparse population makes it ideal to
support safe and efficient space launches. The establishment of
this spaceport will open up supply chain, training and workforce
development opportunities in the region, and help attract other
space investment.
The National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA)
has a contract with Equatorial Launch Australia to launch a
sounding rocket campaign from the Arnhem Space Centre
in 2022.

Arnhem Land and Groote Eylandt
telecommunications
The Territory Government, the Anindilyakwa Land Council,
GEMCO and Telstra have jointly committed $7.5 million to
upgrade the optic fibre network to Groote Eylandt, with
works due for completion in late 2021. In addition, Telstra,
DEAL and the Territory and Commonwealth governments
have jointly committed $8 million to upgrade the Arnhem
optic fibre network, which services communities from Jabiru
to Nhulunbuy. These optic fibre upgrades will alleviate
network congestion and provide super-fast broadband to the
region that will also support the Arnhem Space Centre on
the Gove Peninsula. Works are expected to be completed by
late 2022.

Gove District Hospital
Works have been completed at the Gove District Hospital
to upgrade the medical imaging department and install a
new CT scanner, which will provide a significant capability
enhancement for the hospital and improve access to these
services for residents in the region. Overall, $11.3 million of
works are scheduled in for Gove District Hospital in 2021‑22,
including fire remediation works and continuing imaging
department upgrades.
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Arts Trail investment
The Territory Government has committed $7.5 million to
upgrade and expand the world‑renowned Buku‑Larrŋgay
Mulka centre at Yirrkala and to support the construction of
a new building for Gapuwiyak Culture and Arts through a
partnership with the Commonwealth. Design works will be
completed in 2021, with construction expected to begin in
mid‑2022.
The investment is part of the Territory Government’s
$30 million Arts Trail Regional Gallery Extension program.

Aged care
The Commonwealth has committed $20 million for a
residential aged care centre in Nhulunbuy. The facility will
include 32 ensuite rooms and a palliative unit and also
provide a home-based care option so people can receive
the support they need in their own homes. Construction is
expected to be completed in 2021.

Gapuwiyak Child and Family Centre
The year ahead will see the establishment of a Child
and Family Centre in Gapuwiyak through a community
co‑design process and a Territory investment of $4 million
over five years.
In addition, the Territory and Commonwealth governments
are co-investing $2.5 million in a new Yolŋu led youth
development model in the Galiwin’ku, Gapuwiyak,
Ramingining and Milingimbi regions.

Central Arnhem Road upgrade
The Commonwealth and Territory governments are investing
$225 million, including $78.1 million in 2021-22, to
upgrade the Central Arnhem Road from the Stuart Highway
to Nhulunbuy, which will involve sealing, widening and
flood‑immunity improvements to priority sections of the route.

Infrastructure highlights
The 2021 Budget also invests in infrastructure in the region,
including:
• $4.4 million for Galiwin’ku aerodrome
• $2 million to continue homeland learning centre upgrades
• $1.8 million to improve barge landings at Galiwin’ku and
Ramingining
• $1.8 million to improve the barge landing and goods
handling facilities at Gapuwiyak
• $1.4 million to complete a new permanent police post
including a multifunction area at Angurugu
• $0.9 million to upgrade school infrastructure at
Baniyala Garrangali, Yirrkala, Angurugu and Nhulunbuy
• $0.3 million for erosion protection works along
Umbakumba Road
• $0.2 million to upgrade Datjala work camp.

Major works overview
Capital works
$000
Transport
Housing and community amenities

3 010

Recreation, culture and religion

7 500

Health

11 329

Public order and safety

1 436

Education

4 023

Total East Arnhem
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85 657

112 955

