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The Greater Darwin region includes the cities of Darwin and 
Palmerston, the Litchfield Shire, East Arm and Robertson 
Barracks. The region is home to about 147,200 people, 
around 60% of the Territory’s population. Greater Darwin has 
the lowest proportion of young people among the regions, 
with about 32% aged 24 years and under, and the highest 
proportion of population aged 65 years and over, at about 9%.

Darwin is the Territory’s capital city and is the main 
population and administrative centre. Major industries 
include construction, defence, retail, tourism, rental hiring 
and real estate services, public administration and safety, 
and health care. Darwin is the key gateway to the Territory’s 
regional centres and tourist attractions, and is an important 
strategic centre in the broader region to the north for trade 
and defence.

Major industries in Palmerston and the Litchfield Shire include 
construction, aquaculture, horticulture, cattle and crocodile 
farming, defence, and liquefied natural gas and helium 
production. The Robertson Barracks army base, located near 
Palmerston, hosts the ongoing rotations of US Marines in the 
Territory each year. The development of East Arm, including 
the Marine Industry Park and the Darwin ship lift facility, will 
support the defence, logistics and freight sectors and aid 
future oil and gas activity in the Territory.

Civic and State Square revitalisation
The 2021 Budget provides $118 million over five years 
($30 million in 2021‑22) to redevelop Civic and State Square 
to become a gateway for visitors and physically connect the 
harbour and the city. 

Features will include a centrally located ‘heart’ with shaded 
areas, tropical avenues, gardens and expansive lawns 
suitable for hosting events, as well as a water park. The 
development is in addition to the $44.5 million allocated 
in 2021‑22 for the State Square Art Gallery. The new art 
gallery will provide a space for the Museum and Art Gallery 
of the Northern Territory to showcase art from the Territory’s 
extensive collection, and host prestigious Australian and 
international exhibitions.

The development is expected to enhance a range of economic 
outcomes in the CBD, including retail trade as a result of 
improved access and walkability, and enhanced private 
investment in the CBD.

CDU city campus
The Darwin City Deal includes the new $225 million Education 
and Community Precinct, including a new Charles Darwin 
University campus. The precinct, located on the corner of 
Cavenagh Street and Garramilla Boulevard, will bring hundreds 
of new staff and thousands of students into the Darwin CBD 
and support a substantial number of jobs during construction. 
Construction has commenced and is expected to be 
completed by 2024.

Holtze Youth Detention Centre
When built, the Holtze Youth Detention Centre will replace the 
existing Don Dale Youth Detention Centre. The new facility 
will be built on an undeveloped and densely‑vegetated site 
in Holtze, near health and emergency services. Construction 
has commenced and will create approximately 350 local 
jobs, including 50 Aboriginal employment opportunities and 
22 apprentices, and is expected to finish mid‑2022. 
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Humpty Doo Barramundi expansion 
In late 2020, the Commonwealth’s Northern 
Australia Infrastructure Facility (NAIF) provided 
a $24.2 million loan to Humpty Doo Barramundi 
Pty Ltd to further expand its operations in 
the Territory. 

The expansion includes new ponds, improvements 
to existing facilities, and the construction of a 
hatchery at Channel Island, which will be the first 
purpose‑built commercial barramundi hatchery 
in the Territory and provide juvenile fish supply 
security to the region.

Construction, which began in late 2020, is 
expected to create 111 jobs, with a further 
160 jobs to be created from increased operations.

Palmerston Youth Skills Centre
As a part of the Breaking the Cycle of Youth Crime 
in Palmerston strategy, the Territory Government 
will establish the Palmerston Youth Skills Centre, 
focusing on intervention and diversion. The centre 
will be located in Yarrawonga and is scheduled to 
open in mid‑2021. 

Palmerston Youth Festival
As part of the Territory Government’s Breaking 
the Cycle of Crime initiative, the Territory 
Government will provide $0.3 million each year 
for three years for the City of Palmerston Council 
to hold a yearly youth festival over a week during 
the mid‑year school holiday period. The inaugural 
youth festival was held from 13–20 July 2019 and 
was well received. 

The 2020 festival was postponed due to 
COVID‑19, however planning for the 2021 
festival is underway.

Holtze and Kowandi
The NT Planning Commission has commenced the process of planning 
for the future development of new suburbs in Holtze and Kowandi. 
Baseline investigations into power, water, sewer, roads and other 
infrastructure networks are currently underway, and draft concept plans 
are under development to release Holtze and Kowandi as the next 
affordable residential housing development for Greater Darwin. The 
releases will provide for over 5,000 dwellings on an as‑needed basis to 
sustainably manage supply. 

Berrimah Road overpass
In April 2021, the Territory and Commonwealth governments released 
a tender for a new overpass at the Tiger Brennan Drive and Berrimah 
Road intersection. The $61.5 million project will be jointly funded by the 
Territory and Commonwealth to improve road safety outcomes at the 
intersection, which is used by 20,000 vehicles each day.

Frances Bay Mooring Basin – lock replacement
The 2021 Budget supports the commercial fishing industry with 
$20 million to replace the lock gates at the Frances Bay Mooring Basin. 

Urban housing
The Territory Government made an election commitment to redevelop 
the Davoren Circuit and Bonson Terrace public housing complex in 
Moulden. The 35‑year‑old complex is beyond its economic life and is a 
source of antisocial behaviour. All tenants will be rehoused by May 2021. 

Major works overview
Capital works

$000
Transport  111 143
Housing and community amenities  67 838
Recreation, culture and religion  52 990
Economic affairs  32 381
Health  52 066
Public order and safety  23 613
Environmental protection  5 400
Education  3 652
Social protection  2 386
General public services  1 169
Total Greater Darwin  352 638
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