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FOR ALL OF US

The Top End region encompasses most of the
Daly-Tiwi-West Arnhem region extending
from Wadeye in the west to Maningrida in the
east. About 17,850 people live in the region
with major population centres in Wadeye and
Jabiru. The region’s population is relatively
young, with about 38% aged 24 years and
under, and about 7% aged 65 years or older.
Major industries in the region include tourism,
horticulture and forestry. Tourism is a significant
contributor to economic activity in the Top End, with
world‑renowned attractions such as Litchfield and
Kakadu national parks, as well as the Daly River for
recreational fishing and camping.

A strong future for Jabiru and Kakadu
The Commonwealth and Territory governments have
committed $411.5 million to deliver a strong and
sustainable future for Jabiru and Kakadu, including to
support the transition of Jabiru from a mining town to a
vibrant and sustainable tourism hub and service centre for
Kakadu National Park and the West Arnhem region.
The Territory Government has committed $135.5 million to:
• construct a $25 million hybrid renewable power station in
Jabiru, which was completed in January 2022
• construct a $20 million Bininj Resource Centre to
support Aboriginal education and cultural preservation.
Detailed design work is expected to occur in 2022 with
construction expected to be completed in 2023
• construct new town infrastructure, including a
government business centre and retail centre
• maintain essential services to infrastructure, such as local
roads, electricity, water and sewerage
• secure air access for Jabiru
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• improve education and health facilities, including
construction of the $12 million Jabiru Health Clinic, which
is expected to commence construction in 2022 with
completion in early 2023.
The Commonwealth has committed $276 million, including:
• $70 million towards road improvements, including
upgrading access roads to the township of Jabiru and
Kakadu National Park and developing a Kakadu Roads
Strategy. Upgrades are expected to commence in
early 2023 with completion in mid 2026
• $60 million for a World Heritage Visitor Centre in Kakadu
to showcase the region’s cultural and natural significance
• $60 million, through Parks Australia, for upgrades to
campgrounds in Kakadu National Park, including improved
water storage, improvements to the Warradjan Aboriginal
Cultural Centre, road repairs, improved staff housing,
workshop and utility buildings, improved fuel storage and
supply facilities

• $51.2 million towards growing tourism, including the
Kakadu Tourism Master Plan 2020–2030. Key initiatives
underway and planned include:
ҽ re-opening Warradjan Aboriginal Cultural Centre
following upgrades and improvements to facilities
ҽ upgrades to the Cahills Crossing viewing area
ҽ raising the Jim Jim Creek Crossing to enable safe access
to Twin Falls

Cultural leaders and justice group
The Nja-marleya Cultural Leaders and Justice Group has
finalised consultation on developing a Maningrida Youth
Justice model, focusing on better supporting vulnerable and
offending youth. Next steps include undertaking mediation
and restorative conferencing training as well as exploring
opportunities to transition to a formal Law and Justice
Group.

ҽ new visitor services hubs at Mary River, South Alligator
and East Alligator

Adelaide River to Wadeye Corridor –
Port Keats Road

ҽ new accommodation including ecolodges, wellness
retreats, family holiday parks and safari camps

Budget 2022 includes $59.9 million to continue upgrades
on the Adelaide River to Wadeye corridor, including sealing
Port Keats Road between Wadeye and Palumpa.

ҽ upgrades to viewing boardwalks, platforms and
amenities at world-class rock art sites, Burrungkuy
(Nourlangie) and Ubirr
ҽ upgrades to campgrounds including major upgrades to
popular visitor sites, Maguk and Karnamarr
ҽ upgrades to tourism roads and access to key sites
ҽ greater connectivity to improve mobile and wi‑fi coverage
ҽ an expanded major events calendar focusing on
increasing cultural events with Bininj/Mungguy
businesses, such as the Taste of Kakadu festival

Works commenced in August 2020 to upgrade a high
priority section of Port Keats Road from the Daly River
Bridge Crossing near the community of Nauiyu to Wadeye.
Works on the section most prone to flooding were
completed in 2021, which included sealing an
11.7 kilometre section of the road and constructing a
45 metre bridge over Saddle Rail Creek, as well as several
floodway sections and culvert crossings.

• $35 million towards remediation of Jabiru to support
the long-term future of the town, as well as a range of
beautification projects.

The project is delivering improved access to essential
services, improved flood immunity, better safety outcomes
for road users, and more efficient freight routes. Design
work is underway for sealing the road between Wadeye and
Ngamnarriyanga.

Ranger Mine rehabilitation

Green hydrogen

In February 2022, Energy Resources Australia announced
a revised timeframe and costing on the Ranger Mine
rehabilitation project. Earlier projections of a January 2026
project completion at an estimated cost of $900 million
have been revised to a timeline of completion being
late 2028 with an estimated cost of approximately
$1.6 billion. The scale and timing of this project is expected
to stimulate extensive economic activity for the town and
broader region over the remaining life of the project.

Global Energy Ventures (GEV) is planning to develop a
large‑scale green hydrogen export project on the Tiwi
Islands, with a phased capacity up to 2.8 gigawatts of solar
generating capacity, producing up to 100,000 tonnes per
annum of green hydrogen.

Wadeye swimming pool
Budget 2022 commits $3 million to build a new Wadeye
swimming pool. The current pool has reached end of life
and requires replacement to provide health benefits and
improve community amenity.
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Following a successful capital raising in November 2021,
the project is now underway and the Territory Government
continues to work with GEV and key stakeholders, including
the Tiwi Land Council, the Munupi Landowners, Tiwi
Plantation Corporation, and NT Port and Marine, with an
initial focus on environmental permits.
Engineering studies are also being developed, which cover
the requirements for key areas of solar generation, power
transmission and water desalination.

