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The Top End region encompasses most of the Daly-Tiwi-
West Arnhem region extending from Wadeye in the west to 
Maningrida in the east. About 17,900 people live in the region 
with major population centres in Wadeye and Jabiru. About 
39% of the population is aged 24 years and under, and about 
7% aged 65 years or older. Major industries include tourism, 
horticulture and forestry. Tourism is a significant contributor 
to economic activity in the region, with world‑renowned 
attractions such as Litchfield and Kakadu national parks, 
the Daly River for recreational fishing and camping, and 
Tiwi Islands for arts and textiles. 

Middle Arm sustainable development 
precinct
The Territory Government is transforming Middle Arm, 
which houses the Santos Darwin LNG and the Ichthys LNG 
processing facilities, into a master‑planned industrial precinct. 

Baseline studies are being progressed to support planning and 
to inform the future development potential of the 600 hectare 
site. Construction is also underway at Middle Arm on stage 1 
of Kittyhawk Estate, with three strategic investment lots to be 
released for sale in 2021. 

Tiwi Islands road upgrades
The 2021 Budget allocates $61.1 million in 2021‑22 to 
upgrade and seal access roads on the Tiwi Islands. The 
improvements will provide all-weather access to Tiwi College 
on Melville Island, and provide employment opportunities, 
particularly those associated with the export of plantation 
timber. The Commonwealth has committed $60 million to the 
$75 million project, which commenced in mid‑2021 and is due 
for completion in mid‑2025. 

Wadeye Government Business Centre 
The Territory Government is working with the Kardu Alliance 
members on developing the Government Business Centre 
in Wadeye to ensure an increased permanent and reliable 
government presence in the region. This purpose-built 
facility will be Aboriginal-owned and leased to government 
service providers.

Adelaide River to Wadeye Corridor – 
Port Keats Road
Works commenced in August 2020 to upgrade a high priority 
section of Port Keats Road from the Daly River Bridge Crossing 
near the community of Nauiyu to Wadeye. Port Keats Road 
is on the Roads of Strategic Importance Adelaide River to 
Wadeye corridor. The 2021 Budget includes $59.6 million for 
the project, with $46.8 million from the Commonwealth.

The project involves construction works on Port Keats Road 
around the point it crosses Saddle Rail Creek, the section most 
vulnerable to flooding. This will seal an 11.7 kilometre section 
of the road and construct a 45 metre bridge over Saddle Rail 
Creek, several floodway sections and culvert crossings. 

The project will deliver significant benefits for the region, 
including improved access to essential services such as 
education and health, improved flood immunity, better safety 
outcomes, and more efficient freight routes, helping lower the 
cost of goods and services and providing stronger support for 
industry, business and private investment. 

Housing investment
Since September 2016, the Territory Government has built 
135 new homes, 148 living spaces, 46 subdivision lots and 
94 infill lots in the Top End region under the remote housing 
investment package. 

Mandorah marine facilities
The Territory Government is investing $50 million to replace 
the Mandorah jetty and marine facilities to improve safety 
and access for users and unlock development and tourism in 
the area.

Design has been completed, and will include a breakwater 
structure/rock groyne, a gangway and floating pontoon. There 
will also be a boat ramp, fishing facility from landside, and 
infrastructure onshore featuring a carpark and trailer parking. 

The construction tender for the project is expected to be 
released in mid‑2021, with construction completed by 2024.
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Future of Jabiru  
and Kakadu
The Northern Territory Government has committed 
$135.5 million to a strong and sustainable future for 
Jabiru as it transitions from a mining town to a tourism 
hub and service centre for Kakadu National Park and the 
West Arnhem region. 

Funding has been committed for:

• maintaining essential infrastructure, such as local roads, 
electricity, water and sewerage

• a Bininj Resource Centre to support Aboriginal 
education and preserve culture

• a new power station for Jabiru

• new town infrastructure, including a Government 
Business Centre and retail centre

• securing air access for Jabiru

• improving education and health facilities

• guaranteeing government services at current levels 
for five years (education, health, police and fire and 
emergency services).

The Territory Government is also building a new 
$12 million health clinic in Jabiru. Final design work is 
expected to be completed in June 2021 and construction 
is scheduled to start before the end of 2021.

Major works overview
Capital works

$000

Transport  265 836

Recreation, culture and religion  5 696

Economic affairs  74 638

Public order and safety  16 680

General public services  1 000

Total Top End  363 851

New police complex at Maningrida
The 2021 Budget includes $15.8 million for construction of 
the new police complex in Maningrida, which is scheduled to 
commence in late 2021. 

The complex will accommodate more police officers in 
Maningrida, and enable more proactive policing in the district 
to improve community safety.

Wadeye and Wurrumiyanga child and 
family centres
Two new centres will be delivered in Wadeye and 
Wurrumiyanga, with Thamarrurr Development Corporation 
signing a five‑year service contract with the Territory 
Government to deliver the Da Ngimalmin Child and Family 
Centre in Wadeye.

The centres will receive $0.6 million per annum to deliver 
support services to children, young people and their families.
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