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FOR ALL OF US

Big Rivers is the Territory’s second largest
region and extends from the Ord Bonaparte
area in the west to the Gulf of Carpentaria
in the east. The region is made up of small
communities separated by long distances and is
home to about 20,900 people, of whom about
57% are Aboriginal. The town of Katherine is
the main centre with a population of about
10,650 people. About 38% of the region’s
population are aged 24 years and under, and
around 8% are aged 65 years and over.

Major industries in the region include tourism, horticulture,
pastoral, mining and defence. The region has a significant
defence presence, including the Royal Australian Air
Force’s (RAAF) Base Tindal, Bradshaw Field Training Area
and Delamere Air Weapons Range. Key tourist attractions
include Nitmiluk Gorge, Leliyn (Edith Falls), Mataranka, and
recreational fishing in the region’s major rivers.
Mining activity in the region includes gold and other minerals
around Pine Creek and zinc and lead around Borroloola. The
region also includes the gas rich Beetaloo Sub-basin, which
lies between Katherine and Tennant Creek.

Improving accessibility
The Big Rivers region is a key connection point between
Darwin, Western Australia, Queensland and the rest of
the Territory. Katherine is the regional centre that services
remote communities across the region including Borroloola,
Kalkaringi and Timber Creek.
Budget 2022 enhances accessibility across the region to
improve freight efficiency, connectivity, road safety and
economic productivity by investing $364.7 million to
upgrade and improve major roads, including:
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• $138.8 million for Roads of Strategic Importance,
including:
ҽ $104.6 million for new and continuing works to upgrade
key roads to support the development of gas resources
in and around the Beetaloo Sub-basin
ҽ $25.7 million for new and continuing works to upgrade
the Newman to Katherine corridor. Upgrades include
sealing, strengthening and widening the road and road
safety improvements
ҽ $8.5 million for continuing works to seal the
Roper Highway
• $225.9 million for upgrades to other major roads,
including:
ҽ $83.1 million for new and continuing works under the
Buntine Highway upgrade program, expected to be
completed in mid 2024
ҽ $142.8 million for continuing works to upgrade the
Carpentaria Highway. Construction is expected to be
completed by mid 2026.

Roper Highway Upgrades

Ngukurr police complex

Significant upgrades are underway along the Roper
Highway, including sealing large sections of the road.
Budget 2022 includes $8.5 million to continue to extend
the current sealed section of the road by over 2km to
incorporate Cheon Creek and seal the 4.7km unsealed
section between the Roper River and Wilton River bridges,
with both portions due to be completed in the 2022
dry season.

The Ngukurr police complex is a Commonwealth funded
project in Big Rivers’ largest Aboriginal community. It will
ensure police resourcing can keep up with the growing
needs of Ngukurr, as well as supporting major surrounding
communities including Minyerri and Numbulwar.

Construction is expected to commence in 2022 on the
18km section between the Wilton River bridge and
Ngukurr, with completion in 2023. These works will improve
safety and access for community members and provide a
more reliable road network in the region.

Agricultural land release
Keep Plains, located along the Western Australia and
Northern Territory border, is a 67,500 hectare parcel of
land being released for agricultural development. It offers
potential to establish a variety of broad acre crops and
is highly prospective due to the pre-establishment work
of the NT Land Corporation, which has secured enabling
infrastructure including the sealing of the Keep River Road,
as well as its connection to the Ord stage 3.
Other agricultural land releases include the 5,712 hectare
Larrimah Agricultural Precinct, which has been assessed
as suitable for dryland and irrigated cropping and the
26,000 hectare Wildman Agricultural Precinct, which
has capacity to accommodate multiple agricultural and
horticultural activities.

Borroloola Sports Courts and Cyclone
Shelter
The $6.9 million Borroloola Sports Courts and Cyclone
Shelter project is improving social infrastructure and cyclone
preparedness for one of the Territory’s most remote areas.
The Territory Government has committed $5.4 million to
the project, in collaboration with the McArthur River Mine
Community Benefits Trust and Roper Gulf Regional Council.
The majority of Stage 1 works have now been completed,
including a shade structure at Borroloola Sports Courts.
Stage 2, a level 4 cyclone shelter equipped to accommodate
up to 600 people in the event of a cyclone, is expected to
commence in 2022 and be completed in 2023.
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The modern facility can accommodate six staff members, a
50% increase in comparison to the old station, and includes
a multipurpose room that can be utilised as a court facility,
as well as a boat enclosure and bulk fuel storage.
The complex also includes four new houses, four
self‑contained visiting officers quarters and other amenities
within the complex. Construction of the police station was
completed in early 2022, with works to finalise the police
housing component expected to be complete in mid to
late 2022.

Arts Trail
As part of the Territory Government’s Arts Trail Regional
Gallery Extension Program, Mimi Aboriginal Art and Craft
in Katherine has been recently upgraded to enhance
all aspects of the building, including the gallery, artists’
studio, retail space, and office and storage areas, as well as
improving the building’s energy efficiency.
Due for completion by mid 2022, the upgrade will
ensure the building is more usable for artists and improve
visitor access.
The Godinymayin Yijard Rivers Arts and Culture Centre is
also receiving a $4.5 million upgrade under the Arts Trail
Regional Gallery Extension Program.
Design works are well progressed and work is due to begin
in late 2022.

Major works overview
Capital works
$000
Transport

364 656

Housing and community amenities

15 498

Economic affairs

37 429

Recreation, culture and religion

8 849

Public order and safety

2 110

Environmental protection
Total Big Rivers

24 516
453 058

